The Pacific States – British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force by Brace, Sarah
Western Washington University 
Western CEDAR 
Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference 2014 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference (Seattle, Wash.) 
Apr 30th, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
The Pacific States – British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force 
Sarah Brace 
Sarah@VedaEnv.com 
Follow this and additional works at: https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec 
 Part of the Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology Commons 
Brace, Sarah, "The Pacific States – British Columbia Oil Spill Task Force" (2014). Salish Sea Ecosystem 
Conference. 113. 
https://cedar.wwu.edu/ssec/2014ssec/Day1/113 
This Event is brought to you for free and open access by the Conferences and Events at Western CEDAR. It has 
been accepted for inclusion in Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference by an authorized administrator of Western 
CEDAR. For more information, please contact westerncedar@wwu.edu. 
2014 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference
Sarah Brace, Executive Coordinator
Hilary Wilkinson, Project Support
The barge Nestucca in the Columbia River Estuary, 
December 24, 1988 
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The Exxon Valdez on Bligh Reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska
grounded March 24, 1989
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Original Task Force Members, Prince William Sound, 1990
1988 – WA and B.C. Task Force Established
1989 – Memorandum of Cooperation: 
AK, CA, OR 
2001 – HI joins
2008 – MOU: US Coast 
Guard Pacific Area
VADM Charles D. Wurster with 
Jean Cameron, May  27, 2008
• 46 recommendations 
for spill prevention and 
response
• Recommendations for 
each jurisdiction
• Oil Pollution Act of 1990




2. Coordinate and facilitate 
collaboration
3. Create tools and 
resources 
4. Support policy and legislative 
initiatives
5. Engage with industry 
partners 





 Public Interest 
Groups
 Other state/local 
gov’ts
 Tribes an First 
Nations











• Spills from trucks










































Volume Released Number  of Spills
Prevention
 Pacific Northwest 
crude by rail
 Oil spill data
 Derelict vessels
 POSPET
Source: Railway Age 
Overview
 Formed in 1991
 OILS-911 Reporting 
 Focus on small spills




































Eric Olsson teaches oil spill prevention
Kathy Fletcher
Founder of People for Puget 
Sound
2012 Legacy Award:
• Featured programs – CA 
Dockwalkers
• Resource center for Clean 
Marinas
• Derelict Vessel education
• On-going outreach! 
CA Dockwalkers
www.oilspilltaskforce.org
AK  Department of Environmental Conservation
B.C. Ministry of Environment
WA Department of Ecology
OR  Department of Environmental Quality
CA  Department of Fish and Wildlife
HI  Department of Health
